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DAYTON, Ohio - The strength and indomitability of the human spirit captured by 
Irish playwright Brian Friel in Dancing at Lughnasa will be celebrated on stage at the University 
of Dayton. 
Part of UD's 2001-2002 theater season, Dancing at Lughnasa will run at 8 p.m. Jan. 25-26 
and Jan. 31-Feb. 2 in Kennedy Union's Boll Theatre on campus. An additional performance will 
be at 7 p.m. Jan. 27. Tickets are $8 and available by calling the UD box office at (937) 229-2545. 
Friel's award-winning play is a "beloved classic of American musical theater," said 
theater director Darrell Anderson, an associate professor of communication at UD. "I've 
wanted to do this show since I saw it in London in 1992. It's definitely Brian Friel's masterpiece 
and is a wonderful theater experience - one of the best scripts in 20 years. They are plays like 
this that make you glad you're doing theater." 
Guest artist Kay Bosse, a resident actor with the Human Race Theatre Co. and drama 
instructor at Sinclair Community College, will direct the story of five sisters living in a small 
Irish village in 1936. The return of their brother from missionary service sparks the beginning of 
a time of change for the sisters, set to the backdrop of Lughnasa- Ireland's annual August 
celebration of the harvest. 
Friel explores each of the sister's lives and personalities through the memories of 
Michael, the son of one of the sisters, whose character as an adult serves as narrator to the 
play. Through Michael's reflections of his childhood, the audience will learn how these sisters-
though vastly different from one another in character -embody as a whole the strength of 
women, family and a human spirit that cannot be vanquished by time or loss, Anderson said. 
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For media interviews, contact Darrell Anderson at (937) 229-3905 or 
Darrell.Anderson@notes. udayton.edu. 
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